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Australian Communications Consumer Action Network 
 

 Life Membership Nominations 
 

The following two (2) nominations have been received for Life Membership of ACCAN:  

 

 Ms Gunela Astbrink 

 Mr Nigel Waters 
 

These nominations have been included on the AGM Agenda for consideration. Further detail about 
each nominee is provided below. 
 

Gunela Astbrink  

For over 10 years, Gunela was National Coordinator of TEDICORE (Telecommunications and Disability 
Consumer Representation) ensuring that people with disability participated in policy and standards 
development to improve telecommunications accessibility. During this time she represented 
consumers on many bodies including the Consumer Representation Committee which established 
ACCAN. After assisting with the foundation of ACCAN and being on the inaugural staff team managing 
disability policy and research, Gunela ran GSA InfoComm. Since 2010 she has continued to support 
ACCAN as an individual member attending many ACCAN events and conferences. She has also 
undertaken several ACCAN Grants and Research projects which have led to significant policy reforms. 
Gunela’s commitment to inclusion and equitable access to telecommunications and technology goes 
back over many years of active work both nationally and internationally. While Gunela has held many 
auspicious roles, she continues to be involved with ACCAN member organisations including Internet 
Australia and Women With Disabilities Australia. Gunela is often called upon to review key 
international policy documents and volunteers her time to participate on international Internet 
committees and groups. There is no question that she has made a huge contribution to more 
accessible communications services here in Australia and around the world. 

 

Nigel Waters 

Nigel Waters has been both an individual member of ACCAN and an organisational representative for 
the Australian Privacy Foundation. Nigel was elected to the ACCAN Board in 2012 and continued as a 
Director until 2017. He was also a Board member of the Australian Privacy Foundation (www.privacy.org.au) 
for many years and represented Privacy International (www.privacyinternational.org) at meetings of the APEC 

Privacy Subgroup and other international fora. Using the expertise he gained as deputy Australian Federal 
Privacy Commissioner from 1989-1997, and before that Assistant UK Data Protection Registrar, Nigel has 
continued to advise and support communications consumer advocacy in Australia for many years. He has 
represented consumers on numerous Industry Code Working Committees and supported the development of 
countless ACCAN policy positions and submissions on all kinds of emerging privacy issues. He has mentored 
consumer representatives and ACCAN policy staff. Nigel has also assisted ACCAN interns with research projects 

covering topics from digital footprints and surveillance to use of biometric data.  Nigel has a long-term 
commitment to improving the privacy protection for all consumers.  

http://www.privacy.org.au/
http://www.privacyinternational.org/

